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Introduce yourself, your interests and motivations
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Summarize your undergraduate career and discuss the
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Describe your professional goals
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Do not
ethical issues involved here.

Don't have someone else
write it for you! There are
Besides, you are the best
spokesperson for yourself.
Don't list everything you

importance of the essay (a
length of time it will take to

Don't underestimate the
very common mistake).
Don't underestimate the
write your statement.

Do

excuses. You must make a
Leadership role activities

Be specific, not general.
Be comfortable with the
image of yourself that
you're presenting.

Pay attention to detail--
absolutely no spelling or
grammatical errors.
Your statement must be
neat and error free. No
good impression.

[Do & Don't]
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Career objectives and goals
Let your personality and
individuality show. Give
insight about your hopes,
goals, motivations, and
dedication. Be interesting
and unique.

Do not be afraid to let your
passion and commitment

to a career shine through.

have ever done. There is
usually a place on the
application to list your
activities.

Avoid giving unnecessary
details. The statement
should read smoothly.
Don't mention your interest
for one particular school in

a general application that is
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e This research is/was especially interesting because

e All these significantly improved my understanding of the subject
and further enhanced my interest in it.

e | successfully defended a Bachelor of Science senior honors thesis
on the topic

e After graduation | plan to continue my scientific career in the field
of

[HAEAE]

[ ] Organization ...

Keep a journal of your work being sent to many

and volunteer experience. schools, and vice versa.
Get an early start. This e Don't tell the admissions
cannot be stressed enough. committee how amazing
Be honest, consistent and you are
straightforward. e Don't use qualifiers such as
Schools prefer unique rather, quite, somewhat,

essays, so avoid copying probably, possibly, etc.

any others. e Don't use "nice” “thing”
(informal words)
[SOP X4 Al R83 BHE]
While preparing to | gained not only much new knowledge

and experience but also confidence that devoting myself to
was the right decision.
During last ___, | have spent most of my time carrying out

research and attending a number of extra-curricular lectures and

seminars in ____. My favorite lectures were ____

When | was taking special laboratory courseson ______, | was
struck by

Of great interesttomewas _____/______is of great interest to
me

| found to be of the greatest interest to me.

| especially enjoyed working on

To my mind it is of key importance to have possibilities to obtain
excellent education and to conduct certain research projects
independently that is why | consider doctoral studies at ____
university as the next professional stepping stone in my career.
Further, earning a Ph.D.in _____ would advance my other goals
by adding to my creative and analytical skills in as well as
in working with

To help you understand my current goals better, | would like to
explain my educational experience up to this point.

My extensive knowledge of proved to be very useful in

understanding the principles that underlie

Besides studying general and theoretical at ___ | started to
attend advanced lectures in my major at
My interest in deepened when | joined of Professor

Currently | am working on a second research project
Now my interests in science lie in the area of o

Our current work concerns investigation of

[]

[]

[]

[ 1A "hook" that demonstrates your passion for the field
[ 1Segué to your background in the field
[ 1 Description of your academic background in the field
[ 1 Specific classes you have taken, given by name
[ 1 Specific professors you have had, especially if well-
known in that field
[ 1 Extracurricular activities in the field
[ ] Publications or other professional accomplishments in the
field (perhaps conference presentations or public readings)
[ ] Explanations about problems in background (if needed)
[ 1 Explanation of why you have chosen the specific grad school
[ 1 Mention one or two professors in that school and what
you know of and appreciate about their work
[ 1 Specific features of the grad program which attract you
Get advice from several of your professors — philosophical advice

as well as specific writing advice

Proofread and copyedit; ask friends to proofread and copyedit as
well
Keep working on the statement of purpose, even after you have

already sent it to school(s) with earlier deadline(s)
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You Write it. We Right it.
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“We will help you craft a winning personal brand for

school and job applications.”



