
Readers are first introduced to your journal article 

through its title and images. Below are 5 academic 

paper title formats and when you should use them to 

raise curiosity and attract readers.

1. State the General Subject

Recommended Use: (a) research papers; (b) rapid responses 

and short communication; (c) reviews

Examples:

These titles announce the general topic of your academic paper 

and include phrases, mainly composed of nouns, that clearly 

communicate the overall subject matter.

Chelation and stabilization of berkelium in oxidation state +IV 

Mortality and Cardiovascular Disease in Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes 

3. State Findings andConclusions

Recommended Use: (a) research papers; (b) clinical cases; (c) 

rapid responses and short communication

Examples:

These titles specify the main conclusion of your paper and usually 

include a full sentence that highlights key findings or the study's 

significance. An alternative format includes the overarching idea, 

followed by a colon and a general description of the finding and 

its topic.

Visible-light excitation of iminium ions enables the enantioselective catalytic β- 

alkylation of enals 

Improved Survival with Ipilimumab in Patients with Metastatic Melanoma 

2. State the Subtopic

Recommended Use: (a) research papers; (b) clinical cases; (c) 

rapid responses and short communication; (d) reviews

Examples:

Phrases, mainly composed of nouns, that clearly state the overall 

topic, followed by a colon (or other non-alphanumeric characters) 

and the subtopic. This structure is highly common.

Molecular mechanisms underlying the evolution of the slp76 signalosome 

Biology and Applications of CRISPR Systems: Harnessing Nature’s Toolbox for 

Genome Engineering  

5. Use Emotional Appeal or Wordplay

Recommended Use: (a) reviews; (b) rapid responses and short 

correspondence

Examples:

These titles incorporate wordplay to create interesting titles; 

however sometimes wordplay can be based on cultural 

references, so use with caution.

Braiding a molecular knot with eight crossings 

The Sleeping Cerebellum 

4. State the Methodology

Recommended Use: (a) research papers; (b) clinical cases; (c) 

rapid responses and short communication; (d) reviews

Examples:

These titles reveal the methodology used to obtain your 

findings. A typical title states the general topic, followed by a colon 

and a summary of the methodology used in the . Prepositions like 

"by," "via," "through," and "with" frequently introduce the method.

Charting organellar importomes by quantitative mass spectrometry 
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*Click on a title to see the source article.

The Basis of Oncoimmunology  

Genomic and Transcriptomic Features of Response to Anti-PD-1 Therapy in 

Metastatic Melanoma  

The concurrent emergence and causes of double volcanic hotspot tracks on 

the Pacific plate 

Continental crust formation on early Earth controlled by intrusive magmatism 

Remote carboxylation of halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbons with carbon 

dioxide 

Methods for in vitro evaluating antimicrobial activity: A review 

Chemokine profiles of interstitial pneumonia in patients with dermatomyositis: 

a case control study 
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